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BREASTSCREEN WA — ALBANY CLINIC 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.11 am]: Each year, approximately 1 300 women in 
Western Australia are diagnosed with breast cancer and approximately 250 women will die. This is why the 
opening of the new permanent BreastScreen WA clinic in Albany earlier this month is so important. The permanent 
clinic has replaced the previous mobile screening unit that visited Albany for 12 to 15 months in every two-year 
period, and offers women in Albany and its surrounding region increased access to screening services to detect breast 
cancer early. The new clinic, located at 2/2 Barnesby Drive, Yakamia, will operate all year round, three days a week, 
which will equate to approximately 3 000 screens each year. The clinic has also been designed to accommodate any 
future growth in demand and has the capacity to increase to five days of screening and house a second X-ray machine. 
As part of the 2020–21 state budget commitment from the McGowan government, this clinic is the first of two to 
open, with another new screening and assessment centre scheduled to open in the northern suburbs later this year. 
Western Australian women over 40 years of age with no breast symptoms are eligible for routine screening with 
BreastScreen WA. Women between 50 to 74 years of age are actively encouraged to get screened every two years. 
Any women with breast changes should contact their general practitioner immediately to discuss their concerns and 
undertake further investigation if required. We know that breast screening rates have declined nationally during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, so it is important that we boost screening rates. We know that the earlier breast cancer 
is detected, the better the chances of survival, and it also enables women to be eligible for more effective and less 
invasive cancer therapies. 
Congratulations to BreastScreen WA and the member for Albany for taking the initiative to identify the requirement 
to have a permanent clinic in Albany. 
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